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CHAPTER 8– INDIA: CLIMATE, VEGETATION & WILDLIFE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WEATHER AND CLIMATE 

 
 MAJOR SEASONS IN INDIA 

 

 
 

Weather

>Day to day changes in 
atmosphere(temprature,rainfall,sunshine- Short 
term.

>It can be said that Climate is what we expect and 
weather is what we get

Weather in India is highy variable across 
different places

> shows spatio - temporal variations

Climate

>These are average weather conditions

>It is affected by location,altitude,disatnce 
from sea & relief of a place

>India's climate broadly described as 
MONSOON TYPE. Though it also shows 
spatial variations.

COLD WEATHER SEASON

>Winter(December to February)

>The sun rays do not fall directly in the region thus low 
tempratures.

HOT WEATHER SEASON

>Summer (March to May)

>Sun rays directly falls in th region thus high 
tempratures.

SEASON OF SOUTH WEST MONSOON 

>Rainy Season(June to September)

>Winds blows from Arabian Sea & Bay of Bengal 
towards land-These are moisture laden winds

>Most of India gets rain from this monsoon

SEASON OF RETREATING MONSOON

>Autumn (October to November)

>Wind s moves back from mainland to Bay of 
Bengal

>The Southern part of India-Tamil Ndu & Andhra 
Pradesh gets rainfall in this season.

Relevance rating: 2.5/5 

 Civil Service syllabus: India and World Geography-Physical Geography 

 This chapter forms the base for learning about distribution of vegetation and wildlife in higher 

classes 

 Facts memorization helps in prelims and content enrichment in mains answers as well. 

 Previous year questions in page - 3  

 

 

 

 

Chapter Overview: 

 Weather and Climate 

 Major Seasons in India 

 Factors influencing Climate 

 

 Natural Vegetation – Importance 

of Forests 

 Wildlife and their Conservation 

Note: This summary should be supplemented with basic reading of NCERT. 
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 NATURAL VEGETATION 

 

 

 Significance of forests 

 Maintaining Gaseous Cycle-plants releases oxygen that we breathe and absorbs carbon 

dioxide 

 Prevention of soil erosion- as roots of plants binds soil. 

 Forest produce-timber, fuel wood, fodder, medicinal plants etc. 

 Forests are natural habitat of wild life 

 
 

 

 

 Small plants called bushes and 

shrubs like cactus and flowering 

plants etc. 

 

 Besides there are many tall trees 

some with many branches and leaves 

like neem, mango or some which 

stand with few leaves such as palm 

  

 The grasses, shrubs and trees, which 

grow on their own without human 

interference are called natural 

vegetation.  

 

 Different types of natural vegetation 

are dependent on different climatic 

conditions- rainfall being the most 

important one 
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 WILDLIFE & THEIR CONSERVATION 

 Forests are home to a variety of wildlife 

 Similar to natural vegetation, wildlife is also distributed as per climatic conditions. 

 FACTS:   

1. Our National Animal – Tiger  found in various parts of the country. 

2. Our National Bird – Peacock 

        3. Elephants and One-horned rhinoceroses roam in the forests of Assam.  

        4. Elephants are also found in Kerala and Karnataka.  

        5. Gir forest in Gujarat is the home of Asiatic lions.   

        6. Camels and wild asses are found in the Great Indian desert and the Rann of    Kuchh 

respectively.  

         7. Wild goats, snow leopards, bears, etc. are found in the Himalayan region 

 Similarly state birds, animals and flowers are there for all the States of India, which illustrates 

their niche location and importance in regional culture. 

(Note: You will read detailed distribution of wildlife in further classes) 

(Note: Questions have been asked in UPSC CSE Prelims from wildlife & vegetation distribution. 

However, you need to learn over and above what you have read in this chapter in higher classes to answer 

this question; knowledge from these will work as foundation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Takeaways: 
 Weather is a day to day changes in temperature conditions. 

 Climate is average of weather conditions. 

 India has in general a monsoon type climate. 

 India has four seasons namely 

1. Cold Weather Season                 3.South West Monsoon Season 

2. Hot Weather Season                   4. Season of Retreating Monsoon 

 Natural Vegetation are categorised as Trees, Shrubs & Grasses which in turn is affected by climatic 

variations. 

 

 

 

. PREVIOUS YEAR PRELIMS QUESTIONS  

Q1.  If you travel through the Himalayas, you are likely to see which of the following plants naturally 

growing there? (2014) 

1. Oak 

2. Rhododendron 

3. Sandal wood 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only (c) 1 and 3 only   

(b)  3 only                   (d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 

Q2.  In which of the following regions of India are you most likely to come across the ‘Great Indian 

Hornbill’ in its natural habitat? (2016) 

(a) Sand deserts of northwest India                  (c) Salt marshes of western Gujarat 

(b) Higher Himalayas of Jammu and Kashmir  (d) Western Ghats 

Answer: (d)  
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